Summary of article:

How educators can address homophobia in elementary schools

By Joleen Hanlon

This article focuses on the homophobic attitudes that arise in schools. It is important to note that this article focuses on the attitudes of the educators, in addition to the students.


LGBT-inclusive curricula are also a main feature of this article to be considered. The article states that it would be impossible for students to become more tolerant of differences amongst their peers if the school curricula are not inclusive of these differences.


A third important focus of this article is the importance of acknowledging the hidden curriculum in schools. Essentially, hidden curriculum refers to “what students are being taught about gender and sexuality through our everyday decisions, assumptions, and language”. For example, teachers may unintentionally reinforce gender roles and norms.


Finally, exclusion and self censorship in relation to fear in the educational system are important concepts to include as key concepts in this article. 


This article addresses our main topic of interest for LGBTTQ and bullying in schools. As stated in the article, victims of homophobic bullying and/or violence are at risk for suicide, depression, abusing drugs, engaging in unsafe sex, and becoming homeless. In addition, even though it is a pervasive problem facing our youth today, Hanlon is accurate when she asserts that “homophobia is a social justice and human rights issue and it must be confronted regardless of how controversial it may be”.


As a CYW, I am very interested about this topic, because I never realized how exclusive the education system can be. I also find it incredibly interesting to see how the hidden curriculum is present in schools, and how everyday language and tasks in relation to expectations and gender roles in elementary school can actually make such a significant impact on students.


As an ally for LGBTTQ and bullying in schools, I plan to address the hidden curriculum, mainly because I feel that it really is a hidden problem that requires more attention and awareness of how detrimental it can really be to youth.
